
EASTLEIGH LOCAL AREA COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, 21 January 2020 

FINANCE MANAGEMENT REPORT

Report of the Local Area Manager

Recommendations

It is recommended that  

(1) £125,231 is allocated to the Pirelli Park project from developer contributions;

(2) £68,049 is allocated to the Leah Garden Play Area from developer 
contributions;

(3) £65,912 is allocated to the Cheriton Road Play Area from developer 
contributions;

(4) £12,200 is allocated to the Grantham Green Play Area from reallocation of 
developer’s contributions from the wider Grantham Green improvement 
project;

(5) £5,000 is allocated to the Senior Sports and Health Officer post from the 
revenue reserve; 

(6) £3,750 is allocated to the Friday Night Football Project from the revenue 
reserve; and

(7) The Draft Local Area Action Plan shown in Appendix 1 is approved.

Summary

This report contains recommendations for expenditure from the Committee’s capital 
budget and revenue budget.  The report also contains the draft Local Area Action Plan for 
2020/21. 

Statutory Powers

Section 1 of the Localism Act 2011 i.e. the Local Authority's general power of competence, 
including power to act for the benefit of its area or persons resident or present in its area.
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Strategic Implications 

1. The recommendations in this report support the Council’s approach to 
localism (Local First) by allocating devolved resources to meet local 
needs. The recommendations align with Corporate Plan objectives of 
Tackling Deprivation, Enabling Healthier Lifestyles and Wellbeing, 
Supporting an Excellent Environment, Improving Town and Local 
Centres, Increasing Provision and Ensuring a more diverse mix of 
Housing, and Enabling the Right Skills and Employment mix.

Pirelli Park Landscaping
2. A project has begun to provide a major new park that unifies the two 

phases of the redevelopment of the former Pirelli/Prysmian cable 
factory site. The total budget for the project is £371,636. The work is 
programmed to be completed in time for the end of 2020. £125,710 
from public open space funds and £120,690 from public art funds have 
already been allocated at previous meetings. A further £125,231 has 
recently been negotiated from the developer to pay for the hard and 
soft landscaping works. This payment has been received and needs to 
be allocated to the project from F/11/70044, Prysmian site, Eastleigh, 
received 16/9/2019.

Leah Gardens Play Area
3. The new play area at Leah Gardens on the Woodside housing estate 

was opened to the public in December 2019. £68,049 was secured for 
this project as part of the section 106 agreement. It is recommended 
that this sum is formally allocated from the developer contributions from 
DC0/13/73698, Woodside Estate, Eastleigh, received 11/01/2017.

Cheriton Road Play Area
4. The Cheriton Road Housing Estate also has a similar obligation for a 

play area. Local residents were consulted on a draft design in 
November 2019. A significant number of objections were received, due 
to the long thin nature of the open space and resulting proximity of play 
equipment to houses. A revised design is now being prepared with a 
view to further consultation and subsequent installation in 2020. 
£65,912 was secured for this project and it is now recommended that 
this is allocated from developer contributions from DCF/12/70310, 
Cheriton Road Eastleigh, received 28/06/2012.

5. In addition, a small fee to cover the cost of on-site supervision of the 
open space during construction and transfer to the Council was 
agreed. It is recommended that £3,491.53 is allocated for on-site 
supervision from the same developer contribution (OSF/12/70310), 
received 23/08/2017. 
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Grantham Green Play Area
6. The runway under the zip wire at the Grantham Green has become 

very compacted and now fills with water for a several days after rain. A 
recent quote indicates the cost to import material to raise the height of 
the runway and provide new safer surfacing would cost in the region of 
£8,500. 

7. In addition, the in-ground trampoline is broken and is no longer 
serviceable. A new trampoline will cost in the region of £3,700.

8. It is recommended that £12,200 is allocated to this project from 
developers’ contributions, by reallocating this amount from the wider 
Grantham Green project budget. While the street lighting element is 
still to be resolved both items can be accommodated, after winning a 
£56,000 grant from Sport England for the Multi-Use Games Area.    

Sport and Health Officer 
9. The former Senior Sports and Health Officer left her post in December 

2019 and the Council intends to retain the post. The previous post 
holder had been granted a reduced 30 hours per week contract. It is 
now felt that to attract a suitable replacement a full-time contract is 
needed, ie 37 hours. While the post is funded corporately within 
Specialist Services, a request has been made for ELAC and HEWEB 
Local Areas to fund the additional hours for the first two years. 
Thereafter, it is anticipated that additional funding can be secured 
either from the corporate budget or external funding. The work 
programme for the additional hours will need to be agreed, but current 
suggestions include the following projects.

 Freespace Skate Park – provide the sports development role to the 
planned major rebuild of the skate park. This would include: 
researching current best practice for skating and BMX, engaging 
with users and working with local professional riders who have 
expressed a desire to establish a new skate club on site; and 
engaging with the British Cycling (the National Governing Body 
who administer Sport England grants for this sector). These areas 
of expertise would normally be beyond the scope of the capital 
project managers.

 The Rose Road Lakeside project – Rose Road are a Southampton 
based charity who are contracted by Hampshire County Council to 
provide year-round day-care services for 19-25 year-olds with 
profound learning and physical disabilities. They would like to hire 
the vacant Office at the Lakeside Centre to expand their area of 
coverage and explore whether additional classroom space can be 
built on site to provide access to outdoor education for a group that 
has poor access to this kind of facility. The Sports and Heath 
Officer would again be able to explore the health benefits and input 
to the feasibility study from Council perspective.  
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 Disability needs assessment – it has been several years since the 
needs of the people with disabilities have been assessed within the 
town. This post would be able to carry out this piece of work, which 
could include engaging with local disability groups, transport 
providers, retailers, and local councils etc to review access and 
service provision issues and develop a plan to address them in and 
around the town. This important piece of research would then be 
available to inform future Local Area Action Plans. 

10.The cost for Eastleigh Local Area will be £2,500 per annum for two 
years, combined with a matching contribution from Hedge End West 
End and Botley. It is therefore recommended that £5,000 is allocated to 
fund this post from the revenue reserve.

Friday Night Football  
11. The Local Area Committee has supported the Friday Night Football 

Project for many years, as a positive way to engage with young people 
who are potentially excluded from mainstream football sessions and 
other club sports. Councillors have already set aside £750 for this 
project in the draft 2020 revenue reserve budget, however the cost has 
recently increased due to the ending of an £8,000 one-off grant from 
the Police and Crime Commissioner to provide the project across the 
Borough.  

12. For the Eastleigh Local Area, the Saints Foundation provide the 
coaching service at Places Leisure for 50 weeks of the year and have 
quoted £5,145 for the coming year. Taking account of £1,470 income 
from fees in 19/20 (from a £1 charge per session) and the already 
approved £750 budget, this will leave a shortfall of in the region of 
£2,925. Increasing the charge was considered, however councillors 
have indicated they would prefer to keep the fee as low as possible.

13. It is therefore recommended that an additional £3,000 is allocated from 
the revenue reserve, bringing the new total budget to £3,750.

Local Area Action Plan
14.The Local Area Councillors have reviewed its priorities for the coming 

year and prepared the Draft Local Area Action Plan given in Appendix 
1. It is recommended that the draft Plan is approved.

Equality and Diversity Implications

15.An Equality Impact Assessment has not been carried out as the report 
contains no direct proposed significant changes to new or existing 
services, policies or strategies. Separate consideration of the 
accessibility aspect of each project will be carried out as part of the 
project delivery. All of the proposed activities are designed to be as 
inclusive as possible, tackling discrimination, promoting equality of 
opportunity and promoting good relations between different community 
groups. Several are particularly targeted at groups with protected 
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characteristics e.g. young people and people with disabilities, in 
particular the project outlined for the Sports and Health Officer.

Climate Change and Environmental Implications
16.The creation on new skate and play areas creates additional CO2 

emissions as part of the manufacture, delivery and installation 
processes, however over their lifetime the provision of new more local 
facilities should reduce the need to travel by car, which may well offset 
the additional emissions. The planting of additional trees at Pirelli Park 
should provide a carbon sink and possibly help mitigate the urban heat 
island effect.  The use of drought tolerant varieties will help reduce 
water consumption. Increasing nectar sources through wildflower 
planting will help improve resilience of local urban biodiversity. 

GUY RIDDOCH
LOCAL AREA MANAGER

Date: 6 January 2020
Contact Officer: Guy Riddoch
Tel No: 02380 683369
e-mail: guy.riddoch@eastleigh.gov.uk
Appendices Attached: 1

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this 
report or an important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material 
extent in the preparation of this report. This list does not include any published works 
or documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information.
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APPENDIX 1

Draft Eastleigh Local Area Action Plan 2020/21
Action Measure Milestones 

Maximise 
community benefit 
at North Stoneham 
Park 

 New primary school
 New community building and nursery 
 New open space and play areas
 New public art
 New walking trails & access to Home 

Wood

2020/21 

Improve public open 
spaces

 Pirelli Park - new landscaping, paths 
and play area

 Lawn Road - new landscaping and play 
area

 Lakeside Country Park - improved 
parking

2020/21 

Community Grants 
Fund 

Award an annual £10,000 fund to a range 
of community projects

Through 
2020/21

Youth Partnership, 
Council and Fund

 Develop the Area Youth Partnership 
 Agree an Area Youth Strategy 
 Establish an Area Youth Council 
 Create a Youth Grant Fund

Through 
2020/21

Deliver community 
clean-up and in-
bloom events

Deliver a community clean up and in-
bloom project in one estate per year

May/June 
2020/21

Improve verge and 
footway parking 
controls

Introduce two pilot estate-wide Verge and 
Footway Parking Control Areas in the 
Aviary, Ruskin Road areas.

Through 
2020/21

Tree planting across 
the area

Promote tree planting through a new 
subsidised Garden Tree Scheme

Through 
2020/21

Support for local 
residents’ 
associations and 
Friends Of groups.

Provide community development support 
for a number of groups each year

Through 
2020/21

Increase wildflowers 
and nectar sources

Increase the area of wildflowers on verges 
and public open space

Through 
2020/21
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